CHAPTER XXXIII
THE French army was distributed through various provinces of Germany and Poland, under the command of five marshals. Lannes had asked to be excused from this duty, his health requiring that he should return to Prance. Thus, if I had been one of his regular aides-de-camp I should have had to return to Paris. All the more was I obliged to leave the front to rejoin Marshal Augereau, to whose staff I had not •ceased to belong, my duty with Lannes being only temporary. So I made ready for my return to Paris. I sold two of my horses for what they would fetch, and sent Lisette to the accountant-general, M. de Launay, who, having taken a fancy for her, had begged me to entrust her to him until I required her again. I lent her to him for an indefinite time, and as she was now quieted by her wounds and her fatigues, he let his wife ride her and kept her until she died of old age seven •or eight years later.
During the twenty days which the Emperor passed at Tilsit he had sent a great many officers both to Paris and to other parts of the Empire, so that the number available for this duty was almost exhausted. Not wishing to take •officers from the regiments, Napoleon ordered that a list should be drawn up of all those who, having served as volunteers in the campaign, belonged to none of the army corps nor to the staffs of the five marshals who were to command them. My name was upon this list, and I felt sure that as I had already carried the Emperor's despatches he would employ me in preference to officers whom he did not know. Accordingly, on July 9, he sent for me, and giving me bulky portfolios and despatches for the King of Saxony, he ordered me to go to Dresden and await him there He